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Coming Together to Build More Inclusive Spaces for Youth at  

Upcoming Community Summit  

 
According to local youth-led research hosted by the Kawartha World Issues Centre, 1 in 4 local youth don't feel 

welcome or safe in youth spaces.   

 

“That number is unacceptable,” says Rachelia Giardino, Youth Outreach Facilitator at the KWIC Seeds for Justice 

youth program. “There’s a stereotype that youth are lazy or apathetic and that is just not the case. The research project 

set out to identify local barriers and best practices for diverse youth participation in the Peterborough area. What we 

discovered is that youth want to get involved in our community, but they are experiencing numerous barriers to doing 

so, including feeling unwelcome and unsafe.”  

 

On Friday, October 30th, Seeds for Justice will lead a participatory conversation at the Community Summit on 

Creating Inclusive and Welcoming Youth Spaces to share this research with the community. There will also be the 

opportunity to hear directly from youth speakers about their lived experiences while creating a strategy for moving 

forward on the lessons learned. A pre-summit networking lunch will be offered as participants are expected from 

Peterborough, Toronto and the surrounding area. The Laidlaw Foundation will give a closing presentation on funding 

opportunities for youth-led initiatives.  

 

Guest youth speakers include two local youth, Tonya-Leah Watts, a proud Anishinaabe kwe (Indigenous woman) 

from Wikwemikong Unceded Indian Reserve on Manitoulin Island; and Carlo José, a self-described fat, queer, 

magical, young babe who immigrated from Isla Sugbo, Philippines; as well as two youth,  Kiana Browne and Huda 

Eldardiry, from SKETCH, a Toronto arts space for street-involved youth.  

The Community Summit takes places on October 30
th
 at the Peterborough Public Library Auditorium (345 Aylmer St. 

North), and begins with a networking lunch at 11:30am followed by the Summit from 12:30pm to 4:00pm. Tickets are 

on a sliding scale of $15-$25, and free for youth participants not representing an organization. Ticket subsidies are 

available.  

The Community Summit is sponsored by the Laidlaw Foundation and the Community Foundation of Greater 

Peterborough (CFGP). To register, and for more information about the Community Summit on Creating Inclusive 

& Welcoming Youth Spaces, visit kwic.info, or contact Rachelia Giardino at workshops@kwic.info or 

705-748-1680. 

http://www.kwic.info/
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-----------------------------------------------30---------------------------------------------------------- 

Media will be most welcome to join us. To arrange an interview with the speakers, kindly give Rachelia a call in 

advance at 705-748-1680 so that youth can be consulted ahead of time. Thank you for helping us to get word out to 

our community about this important event.  

 

Public Service Announcement 

Fri Oct 30
th
, youth-led Community Summit on Creating Welcoming & Inclusive Youth Spaces, 11:30 to 4pm at Ptbo 

Public Library with research, youth speakers, community conversation and a closing presentation by Laidlaw Fnd. For 

registration and event details, visit kwic.info or call Rachelia at 705-748-1680. 

 


