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Panel Presentation to Focus on Syrian Refugee Crisis 
 
The Kawartha World Issues Centre in partnership with the Student Association for International 
Development and World University Service Canada at Trent University will host an education panel on 
Thursday, October 8th, at Bagnani Lecture Hall, 310 London Street beginning at 7pm. 
 
 SYRIA: Looking back. Moving Forward will provide context for the current crisis from historical, 
humanitarian and personal perspectives, and explore Canada’s responsibility, including opportunities for 
the community to act in solidarity with local and national initiatives. According to Islamic Relief Canada, 
an estimated 3.2 million people have fled the country and have taken refuge in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, 
Iraq, and Egypt. One average, one family flees Syria every minute. A U.N.-backed report from the 
UNRWA suggests that life expectancy due to the civil war has been decreased by 20 years since 2011. 
Syria is now the world’s largest source of refugees. According to Citizenship and Immigration Canada, 
2374 Syrian refugees were resettled to Canada between Jan 2014 and Aug 24, 2015.  
 
Guest speakers for Thursday’s event include:   

 Gloria Nafzinger has been a Refugee Coordinator at Amnesty International since 1996. Her work 
currently involves campaigning and advocacy on behalf of refugees in Canada. She was a 
member of the executive committee of the Canadian Counsel for Refugees from 2008-2012. 

 Dr. Baban at Trent University is currently studying migrant routes from Middle East to Europe 
and tracking humanitarian assistance to refugees in various European countries and impact of 
refugee movements on political debates in Europe.   

 Lilas Aidk arrived in Canada from Syria in June 2015 with support from Casa Maria House in 
Peterborough. Ms Aidk will speak about her experiences and journey to Canada, which may be 
of particular interest to local groups hoping to sponsor other refugees fleeing Syria.  

 Kemi Akap will moderate the discussion. Ms Akap is currently on the KWIC Board of Directors 
and has worked with the New Canadians Centre as both Settlement and Employment 
Coordinator, currently providing outreach and communications support for the centre. 

 
This is a free community event. Donations will be accepted to support the Trent World University 
Service refugee student program. For more information about SYRIA: Looking Back. Moving Forward or 
opportunities to get involved, visit kwic.info. 
 

____________ 30 _____________ 
Media are most welcome. To arrange interviews with any of the speakers, please contact Julie at 
Julie@kwic.info or 705-748-1680. We thank you for your ongoing support!    
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